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SLC Meeting November 24, 2020 
I. Call to Order 
II. In attendance 
a.  Jana Mathews (Chair, Faculty)  
b. Sarah Parsloe (Secretary, Faculty) 
c. Raghabendra KC (SHIP subcommittee chair, Faculty)  
d. Nancy Niles (Faculty) 
e. Jonathan Harwell (Faculty) 
f. Wisly Zephir (Student Rep)  
III. Absent 
a. Karla Knight (staff) 
b. Giselle Rios (Crummer Student Rep)  
IV. Approval of Minutes 
a. Nancy moves 
b. KC approves 
c. Approved 
V. Announcements 
a. Jana attended SGA townhall with Ed Kania, who walked the students through the 
finances of the college in preparation for discussing tuition freeze 
b. Asked for Ed’s feedback for how to guide students in drafting their proposal; Ed and 
Susan Singer will join us for our final meeting on December 14th meeting 
VI. IV. Subcommittee Reports/Updates 
a. Recycling  
i. Nancy is now on the listserv for this committee 
b. Fun Committee 
i. Currently suspended; will reconvene in the Spring  
c. Tuition Freeze 
i. KC has not heard back from the students about getting his assistance in framing 
their proposal 
VII. Revise SHIP Grant Language 
a. Key Changes to Website  
i. Note that funding is limited 
ii. Committee meets four times a year, provide deadlines for funding cycles 1-4 
iii. Must submit applications two months prior to experience; no later than April 1 
for summer experiences  
b. Website Changes Approval 
i. Sarah moves 
ii. Nancy seconds 
iii. Approved 
c. Key Changes to Application Document 
i. Add language for funding cycle deadlines 
ii. Add language “Preference will be given to proposals that exhibit significant 
benefit to the Rollins community”  
iii. Add separate question (G): Describe how this project will contribute to the 
Rollins Community 
1. Goal is to encourage students to specifically respond to this prompt—it 
was hidden before bas part of another question  
iv. Recommendations/Questions 
1. Nancy suggests adding parameters to answering (G) 
a. Added: “suggested length=200 words” 
2. Jonathan asks if we should add anything about equipment requests 
a. KC suggests leaving this open to have students make their case 
that the equipment will be useful for continuing research  
b. Jana notes that this justification might emerge in response to 
(G) 
d. Application changes approval  
i. Jonathan moves 
ii. Nancy seconds 
iii. Approved 
VIII. New Business 
a. Strategies to provide a “break” for students—given that there will be no breaks during 
the Spring semester and students are already feeling that they are being given more 
assignments than normal (according to recent survey), how can we prevent student 
burnout?  
b. Proposal: Required homework-free days  
i. Jonathan asks about strategies to protect weekends instead—but hard to figure 
out how to do this 
ii. Jana worries about motivating students to actually attend class; also signals a 
lack of rigor  
iii. KC worries about autonomy for professors; goes against recommendations for 
the flipped classroom. He notes that readings are core element of preparing for 
a class 
iv. Wisly also notes the challenge of motivating students to attend class  
v. Jana suggests that experiential activities outside of class would satisfy better the 
need for student connections  
vi. Jonathan suggests a compromise of exam-free days or assignment-free days 
instead of homework-free days 
1. Will this inadvertently create exam-heavy/assignment heavy days? 
vii. Nancy suggests mental health days/show-and-tell days at the beginning of 
classes, but doesn’t agree with getting rid of work 
1. Her strategy: tardy tokens worth 5 points each; if they don’t use them 
they get it added to an assignment  
viii. Jana suggests a collective brainstorming for strategies to provide students to 
relieve stress/improve student mental health  
ix. Sarah suggests having faculty members commit to creating a “release valve” 
strategy for the course of the semester, such as dropping one low grade, 
allowing one late assignment, allowing students to skip one assignment, etc.  
IX. Do we meet on December 1st or extend the December 14th meeting to address SHIP?  
a. December 1st meeting is cancelled 
 
 
